Notice to the Personal Injury Bar


The judges of the Circuit Court have decided to adopt a system for the appointment of guardians ad litem for infants in cases seeking the approval of an infant settlement and for minor beneficiaries in a case seeking approval of a wrongful death settlement which is similar to that in use in Loudoun County.

Beginning October 1, 2010, counsel petitioning the court for the approval of an infant settlement or a wrongful death settlement with minor beneficiaries should submit to the court at the time of the filing of the petition a proposed order appointing a guardian ad litem that leaves blank the name of the guardian.  A judge of the court will then select the guardian ad litem from a list maintained by the court.

This change will enhance the Court's ability properly to assess a settlement in each individual case as the judges will have greater confidence in the recommendations of the guardians ad litem as to whether to approve a settlement if the guardians are selected by the judges rather than the parties or the defendant’s insurer.  

Counsel who are interested in being on the list of approved guardians ad litem for infant settlements and wrongful death settlements should indicate that interest by writing to Chief Judge Dennis J. Smith, preferably before September 8, 2010.  

